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About Living During the Civil War

Living During the Civil War - A Notebooking Journey will take your children on an adventure of imagining what 
life was like during the Civil War.

We recommend using the book If You Lived at the Time of the Civil War; however it will work alongside any 
study of this period in history. This series is often found at your local library. 

Topics that are covered:

• What caused the Civil War
• The differences in the Union and Confederate Armies
• What life was like during the Civil War
• The differences between the North and the South
• What life was like for children during the Civil War
• What school was like during the Civil War
• Struggles families went through during the Civil War
• And more!

This unit study includes notebooking, drawing illustrations, comparing and contrasting, thirteen biography 
notebooking pages for famous people during the Civil War, fun “vocabulary,” coloring pages, and more!

Recommended Resource: If You Lived at the Time of the Civil War

https://homeschoolgiveaways.com/2018/06/immerse-your-kids-in-history-with-the-if-you-lived-series
https://homeschoolgiveaways.com/2018/06/immerse-your-kids-in-history-with-the-if-you-lived-series
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Learning about the Civil War
In what years did the Civil War take place?                From _________ to ___________

Which president was in office during the Civil War? ________________________

What were the two sides in this war? ____________________  __________________________

Why was the Civil War called “the brothers war?”
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Explain how the Civil War started.

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

What was the main reason that Southern states wanted to leave the Union?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who became the Confederate president? ___________________________________________________________

Define Confederacy:  ____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Name the 11 Southern States of the Confederacy
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Digging Deep in the Union & Confederacy
Explain the how the Confederate states handled laws:

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

How many people are estimated to have belonged to the Confederacy?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

How many estimated slaves belonged to the Confederacy?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name the Union states:  

If you are using the book “…If You Lived at the Time of the Civil War”  then you can get this info from the map on 
page 15 of the book (edition page numbers may vary).

Which state divided loyalties and split into two states? _______________________________________________

Which two states on the West Coast were part of the Union?

____________________________________________and _________________________________________________



Living During the Civil War - A Notebooking Journey

6

Describe who fought in the Union Army. Was this voluntary or involuntary? Explain your answer in detail. 

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

How much did a private in the Union Army earn each month?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

If a drafted person in the North did not want to serve in the army, what 2 options did he have? 

1.________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Soldiers from other countries served in the Union Army. List the countries below.

Describe who fought in the Confederate Army. Was this voluntary or involuntary? Explain your answer in 
detail.

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

How much did a private in the Confederate Army earn each month?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What men were not required to serve in the army?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What were the ages of men who were required to join the army?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What were the differences between the Confederate Army and the Union Army?

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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Comparing the Union & Confederate Armies

Comparison Chart: (draft ages, abilities, uniform, salary, etc.)

What three names were the Troops of the North called?

What color was the Union Army’s uniform?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Color the picture of a Union Soldier on page 8.

What was a common way the Union Army used to name their battles?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was a common way the Union Army named their battles? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Color the Union Flag (on page 9) and describe what it stands for:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What two names were the Troops of the South called?

Union Army Confederate Army

The Union Army
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Famous People of the North During 
the Civil War

Although you can find some information in the book “…If You Lived at the Time of the Civil War,” you may want 
to research each individual for further study.
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_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Date of Birth:_____________

What is this person famous for?

Name an interesting fact about this person. 

Abraham Lincoln
Date of Death:_____________
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_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Date of Birth:_____________

What is this person famous for?

Name an interesting fact about this person. 

George B. McClellan
Date of Death:_____________




