
1 



2 

Famous People Notebook: Hymn Writers 

 

by Carrie Fernandez and WriteBonnieRose 
 
©2021, Daily Skill Building 
 
Cover Design: Richele McFarlin, Pretty Perfect Printables 
 
Scripture quotations are from the King James Version of the Bible.  
 
All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or distributed in any 
form by any means—graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording, taping, or storing in information storage or retrieval systems—without 
the prior written permission from the publisher. 
 
Original purchaser is granted permission to print copies for use within his or her 
immediate family only. For co-op licenses, please email 
support@dailyskillbuilding.com. 

https://writebonnierose.com/
http://dailyskillbuilding.com
https://www.prettyperfectprintables.com/


3 

How to Use ..................................................................................................................................... 4 

Recommended Resource ............................................................................................................. 5 

Isaac Watts ..................................................................................................................................... 6 

Charles Wesley ............................................................................................................................ 10 

Anne Steele .................................................................................................................................. 14 

John Newton ................................................................................................................................ 18 

William Cowper ............................................................................................................................ 22 

Reginald Heber ............................................................................................................................ 26 

Fanny Crosby ............................................................................................................................... 30 

Horatio Spafford .......................................................................................................................... 34 

Carl Boberg .................................................................................................................................. 38 

Thomas Chisholm........................................................................................................................ 42 

Favorite Hymn Writers Research Project .................................................................................. 46 

What Does It All Mean? ............................................................................................................... 47 

Hymn Writers Review .................................................................................................................. 49 

Answer Key .................................................................................................................................. 50 

Glossary ........................................................................................................................................ 52 



4 

 

There are 10 units in this resource that explore the life and work of 10 famous hymn writers 

who left significant marks on our hearts and on history. Each unit is completely self-contained, 

but completing them in order is suggested because it helps the student understand the general 

chronology.   

  

Each lesson has short, informative text followed by comprehension questions based on what 

was read. 

  

The student can read the lesson text (or a parent/teacher can read it aloud) and use the      

notebooking page that is included for written narration, using the questions as writing prompts. 

This often works better for students who struggle with reading comprehension questions.      

Alternatively, you can ask the questions orally if that suits your student’s learning style best. 

  

Suggested vocabulary words are bolded. You can have your student look up the definitions and 

use them to create a notebook. Students can also find suggested definitions for the words in 

the glossary at the end of the unit. 

  

In addition to reading comprehension questions, each lesson is followed by prompts for                

additional research and a notebooking page to record what is found. A final review quiz and  

notebooking page for a report on the student’s favorite hymn writer are also included at the 

end of the unit. 

  

You will find answer keys for all reading comprehension questions and the review quiz at the 

end of the resource. Answer keys for the additional research are not included as much of these 

answers will vary based on the sources used for research.  
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Keep Quiet Challenge Bible Study – Learning How to Manage Your Mouth: Do words just fly out 

of your mouth when you open it? Maybe you are tired, stressed out, worried, or just irritated 

and you don’t mean to take it out on your family – but you do. When we lash out, even if         

unintentionally, it harms those we love. It’s time to change, friend. Let me share with you        

practical steps to work through several different areas that may have taken root in your heart 

and live out through your lips. 

Keep Quiet Challenge for Kids – Teaching Children How to Tame Their Tongues: Do your        

children struggle with talking back, grumbling & complaining, whining, begging, lying, or other 

heart issues that live out through their lips? Written just for kids, this Bible study will help      

children get a grip on their behavior and learn how to manage their mouths. 

 

https://dailyskillbuilding.com/product/keep-quiet-challenge-bible-study-learning-how-to-manage-your-mouth/
https://dailyskillbuilding.com/product/keep-quiet-challenge-for-kids/
https://dailyskillbuilding.com/product/keep-quiet-challenge-bible-study-learning-how-to-manage-your-mouth/
https://dailyskillbuilding.com/product/keep-quiet-challenge-for-kids/
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God uses men and women of all different backgrounds and in all different places and times in 
history to do His work and touch people’s hearts. Some of these writers were wealthy, and 
some were poor. Some spent years in prestigious colleges; others went to work as children. For 
all their differences, they had one thing in common. They let God work in their hearts and lives 
and let Him use the talents He’d given them to bless other people. May we each always do the 
same. 

Isaac Watts was born on July 17, 1674, in Southampton, England. His father was a                            

Nonconformist, which meant he wouldn’t be part of or endorse the official Church of England. 

Isaac had studied Latin, French, Greek, and Hebrew by the time he was thirteen. His options for    

college were limited, however, because at the time, Oxford and Cambridge would only accept 

members of the Church of England. At sixteen, Isaac attended a school for Nonconformists.   

After he graduated, he worked as a private tutor for six years.  

 

When he was about twenty, he complained to his father about the poor quality of the hymns 

that were available for the congregations to sing. His father challenged him to write something 

better. A week later, Isaac shared his first hymn with his church. They loved it, and Isaac had 

discovered a new way to serve.  

 

In 1702, he became the pastor of a church in London, but a few years later, he became             

seriously ill. It was then that he moved into the home of Sir Thomas Abney. He tutored the     

Abneys’ children and preached when he was able to.  

 

Isaac wrote around 600-750 hymns in his lifetime. In 1707, he published Hymns and Spiritual 

Songs, one of the first published English hymnals. He also rewrote some of the Psalms of David 

using New Testament language that showed how what the Old Testament authors wrote          

pointed to Jesus. He published some of these in 1719 in the book Psalms of David Imitated in the 

Language of the New Testament. He wrote many hymns that he became widely known for         

including “Joy to the World,” “O God, Our Help in Ages Past,” “When I Survey the Wondrous 

Cross,” and “I Sing the Almighty Power of God.” 

 

In addition to his hundreds of hymns, he wrote almost thirty books on theology as well as      

essays on psychology, astronomy, and philosophy; several volumes of sermons; a children’s 

hymnal; and a logic textbook that was used at major universities. He continued to battle illness 

and poor health and passed away on November 25, 1748.  
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1. What did Isaac do for six years after graduating college? ______________________________________ 

2. Who challenged him to write a better hymn? __________________________________________________ 

3. Whose home did he move into after becoming ill? ____________________________________________ 

4. What was his book of rewritten psalms called? ________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Use an encyclopedia, another book, or the Internet with a parent’s    

permission, and answer the following questions:  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  


