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CHAPTER ONE
A DROP IN THE OCEAN

Learn about the speed of sound in the ocean, features of the 
ocean floor, layers of the ocean, and more.

CHAPTER ONE PARENT NOTES

Use this space to write down any field trip ideas or activities 
you’d like to add to your studies.
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Read pages 13-27 of Ocean Anatomy and answer the questions 
with what you learned.

Draw the diagram of the colors of light on page 13 and how 
they are affected at various depths, causing the ocean to 
appear blue.  

Read pages 14-15 of Ocean Anatomy and record the facts you 
learned about each of the world’s oceans. 

OCEANS OF THE WORLD 

Atlantic Ocean 
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Read page 27 of Ocean Anatomy. Draw the diagram showing 
the zones of the ocean. Be sure to label the diagram. Record an 
alternate name and at least one fact about each zone. 

Sunlight or    Zone

Twilight or     Zone

Midnight or     Zone

Abyss or       Zone

Trenches or    Zone
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Read pages 30-33 of Ocean Anatomy and answer the questions 
with what you learned. 

What is phytoplankton, and what role does it play in the food 
chain? 

What is zooplankton, and what role does it play in the food 
chain?

What types of small fish can be found that eat zooplankton? 
What role do they play in the food chain? 

What types of larger fish can be found that eat small and 
medium fish? What role do they play in the food chain?

FOOD CHAINS AND BIOLUMINESCENCE
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Illustrate the animals you learned about on pages 30-32 of 
Ocean Anatomy. 

Phytoplankton Zooplankton Sardine Atlantic Mackerel 

Isopods Amphipods  Mysids Ostracod

Mahi Mahi Foraminiferans Dinoflagellates Radiolarians 

Krill Copepod Great White Shark (Juvenile) 
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Read pages 46-48 and 50-55 of Ocean Anatomy and answer the 
questions with what you learned. 

List six facts you learned about rays. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Draw the six types of rays found on page 47.

Electric Ray 

Guitarfish 

RAYS, JELLYFISH, AND DEEP SEA CREATURES 
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How do cetaceans stay warm?

How many species of oceanic cetaceans are there?

What are the two major categories of whales?

1.

2.

Draw an example of each of the two major categories of 
whales. Label each one and record key facts about each. 

On the following pages, illustrate the types of whales shown on 
pages 62-63 and record the length and weight of each one. 
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Read pages 84-91 of Ocean Anatomy and answer the questions 
with what you learned. 

How do filter feeders eat?  

Label and illustrate the three types of filter feeders shown on 
page 84. 

Draw the types of tide pool animals shown on page 85 and 
record what each one likes to eat. You’ll find a picture of a gull 
on page 87.

Giant Green Anemone Ochre Sea Star Striped Shore Crab

TIDE POOLS AND SEASHELLS 
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Read pages 92-98 of Ocean Anatomy and answer the questions 
with what you learned. 

Where does seaweed grow the best? 

Why are seaweeds often considered plants? Why are they not 
truly plants?

How are seaweeds categorized? What are the three categories?

Draw the illustration of bull kelp below. Draw a line from each 
term to the corresponding part in your picture and write the 
purpose of each part. 

SEAWEED, BARNACLES, AND CLAMS

blades:

bladder:

stipe:

hodfast:
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Where do barnacles usually live? How do they feed?

What other animals are barnacles closely related to?

Draw the three types of barnacles shown on page 96. 

Illustrate the four stages of a barnacle’s life cycle below and 
record information about the nauplius and cyprid stages. 

Nauplius:

Cyprid:

Balanus crenatus Goose Barnacles  Titan Acorn  

Early Stage 
Nauplius 

Late Stage 
Nauplius  Cypris Settlement 




