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CHAPTER ONE
BREAKING GROUND

In this chapter of Farm Anatomy, you will learn about the layers 
of the soil, the makeup of topsoil, soil texture, crop rotation, soil 
conservation, weather, composting, and more.  

CHAPTER ONE PARENT NOTES

Use this space to write down any field trip ideas or activities 
you’d like to add to your studies.



4

Choose one of the examples of crop rotation shown on page 
15 of Farm Anatomy and illustrate it below. Be sure to label it.  

Read pages 16-17 of Farm Anatomy and fill in the blanks below 
with the information you learn.  

What three ways to prevent soil erosion are given?

1.

2.

3.

Explain how each of these methods work.
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How far should a windbreak be from a home?  

Illustrate the three methods of soil conservation given, 
showing both diagrams for windbreaks provided on page 17 of 
Farm Anatomy. 



6

Read pages 18-19 of Farm Anatomy and fill in the blanks with 
the information you learn. 
 
What three indicators for predicting stormy weather are given? 

1.

2.

3.

Explain what each indicator predicts and how it predicts stormy 
weather.

WEATHER
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Read pages 30-31 of Farm Anatomy. What are the five 
structures that are mentioned?  

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Illustrate and explain the purpose of each structure. For the 
last structure, illustrate how the water is pumped, stored, and 
delivered. 

OTHER FARM STRUCTURES

2.

1.
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Read pages 52-55 of Farm Anatomy and fill in the blanks below 
with the information you learn.  

Illustrate the four types of grasses shown on page 52. 

What are the first two steps in harvesting hay?

1.

2.

Illustrate a sickle mower and hay rake. Be sure to label the 
parts.

MAKING HAY

Timothy Grass Orchard Grass Clover Alfalfa

Hay Rake

Sickle Mower
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Read pages 56-59 of Farm Anatomy and fill in the blanks below 
with the information you learn.  

Where does the combine get its name?  

What types of crops does it harvest? 

Where are the finished grains deposited? 

Illustrate the inside of a combine. Be sure to label the parts 
and include a description of what the parts do where you can. 
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Read pages 60-63 of Farm Anatomy and fill in the blanks below 
with the information you learn. In the first box, illustrate a 
chainsaw and label its parts. 

What is the difference between a maul and an axe?

Illustrate a maul below. 

Illustrate the 8 kinds of axe heads shown.

Bow Tie Delaware Jersey Double Bit Delaware Maine

Michigan New England Reversible Round Eye Spanish
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Define the following words related to wood stacking:  

Stringers:

Cribbing:

Cord:

Illustrate the nine types of trees shown on page 63. 

Look at the variety of tools pictured on pages 64-65 of Farm 
Anatomy. Choose as many of them as you like and illustrate 
them on the following page. Be sure to label each one that you 
draw. 

Ash Beech Black Locust

Douglas Fir Hickory Loblolly

Northern Red Oak Red Cedar White Birch




